
2/16/2015 

1 

The West Between the Wars 
1919-1939 

Chapter 17 

Key Events 

 Look for the following key events: 

Europe faced severe economic problems after 

World War I, including inflation and the Great 

Depression 

Dictatorial regimes began to spread into Italy, 

Germany, and across Eastern Europe 

The uncertainties and disillusionment of the times 

were reflected in the art and literature of the 

1920s and 1930s 

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

The Treaty of Versailles 

The peace settlement at the end of World War I 

created repeated border disputes among new 

nations and left many Germans determined to 

change the terms of the Treaty of Versailles 

President Wilson and others hoped that the 

League of Nations could solve many of the new 

conflicts, the league was not able to maintain 

peace  

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 Problems of the League of Nations 
One reason the League of Nations failed to solve 

conflicts that arose after World War I was that the United 
States never ratified the Treaty of Versailles, and could 
not become a member of the League 
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Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 The Treaty of Versailles 

Many Americans felt the 

League of Nations could put 

us in the middle of a 

European war 

Senator Henry Cabot Lodge 

was an outspoken critic of 

the Treaty, and the League 

of Nations 

To Lodge, the United States 

should be free of the 

influence of a group of 

foreigners (Only one flag will 

fly over me!) 
Henry Cabot Lodge 

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 The League of Nations  
Members of the League of Nations could not agree to 

use force against aggression 

War was a tough sell after the First World War 

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 The Treaty of Versailles 

The French demanded that 

the Treaty be strictly enforced 

The Germans said that due to 

economic problems they could 

no longer continue to pay back 

the $33 Billion that was 

required 

The French army occupied the 

Ruhr Valley, an industrial and 

mining center 

The French planned to take 

the reparations by operating 

German industries themselves Ruhr area of Germany 

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

Occupation of the Ruhr Valley 

In response to the French, German workers went 

on strike 

The government paid them by printing more 

money 

German currency was devalued, and that 

stimulated the inflation that had started before the 

end of the war 

The German “mark” became completely worthless 

By the end of 1923, it took more than 4 trillion 

marks to equal one U.S. dollar 
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Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 Hyperinflation in Germany 
Note the German “mark” pictured above 

 It is a 20 million mark note 

Notice the serial number is 300288 

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 German Inflation 

The runaway inflation 

(hyperinflation), meant 

that people suffered terribly 

The economic problems led 

to political unrest in 

Germany 

Currency was destroyed to 

slow down the rate of 

inflation 

Other countries stepped in 

to help 

Burning German currency 

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 Help for the German Economy 
The Dawes Plan– reduced Germany’s reparation 

payments, and coordinated the payments with what 
Germany could afford 

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 Charles Dawes 

He was appointed to the 

Allied Reparations 

Commission in 1923 where 

he developed his plan 

For his work, he was a co-

recipient of the Nobel Prize in 

1925 

His plan allowed Germany to 

stabilize the economy, 

stimulate American industry, 

and France and Belgium to 

repay war loans Charles G. Dawes 

The American loan of $200 million started an economic recovery that lasted until 1929 
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Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 Treaty of Locarno (1925) 
The “Rhineland Pact” was between France, Germany, 

Belgium, Britain, and Italy 

The treaty guaranteed Germany’s western border, and 
pledged assistance to stop an aggressive nation 

Many saw the treaty as the first step in a lasting peace 

A poster supporting 

the Treaty of Locarno 

Uneasy Peace, Uncertain Security 

 The Impression of Stability 
 In 1926, Germany joined the League of Nations 

 1928– 63 Nations signed the Kellogg-Briand Pact which 
effectively outlawed war (U.S. & France began the effort) 

Germany had been forced to reduce its military, but no 
other European nation took that step– No Trust 

The Great Depression 
 1929– The Onset of the Great Depression 

Depression– Very low economic activity and 
high unemployment 

The Great Depression had two main causes: 
Downturn in the economies of nations during the 
second half of the 1920s 

The collapse of the United States stock market in 
1929 

Since 1924, Germany had been borrowing 
money from U.S. banks to make reparation 
payments 

When the stock market crashed, American 
investors pulled their money out of Germany 

 

The Great Depression 

 The Onset of the Great Depression 
As American investment dried up, unemployment in 

Germany increased– 3.2 million by 1930 

This was the worst depression Europe had ever seen 

Unemployed and homeless people filled the streets 
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The Great Depression 

 The Onset of the Great 
Depression 
Governments did not know 

how to respond to the 
depression 

Some tried to lower wages and 
raise tariffs on foreign goods, 
which made things worse 

Some governments, such as 
the United States, became 
more involved in the economy 

People followed political 
leaders who offered simple 
solutions in return for complete 
power 

The Great Depression 

 The Onset of the Depression 

Communism became more 

popular throughout Europe 

Everywhere, democratic 

governments were challenged 

by the depression 

 In Germany, the National 

Socialist Party offered solutions 

to Germany’s economy 

problems, and opposition to the 

terms of the Treaty of Versailles 

 

 

Democratic States After World War I 

 European States  

 In 1919, many European states 

had democratic government 

Women had gained the right to 

vote everywhere except: Italy, 

France, and Switzerland 

 In Germany the Weimar 

Republic was created in 1918 

but it had many problems 

Field Marshall Paul von 

Hindenburg was elected 

president, but he was not a 

strong leader 

Paul von Hindenburg 

Democratic States After World War I 

 Problems of the Weimar 

Republic 

The most serious problem 

was the economy 

 Inflation caused people to 

lose their incomes and 

savings 

Then in 1929, Germany 

suffered under the Great 

Depression 

Millions of people had no 

jobs 
Paul von Hindenburg 
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Democratic States After World War I 

 France 
After World War I, France became the strongest power 

on the European Continent 

France did not feel the serious effects of the Great 
Depression until 1932 

With economic instability came political chaos 

Democratic States After World War 

I 

 France 

A series of cabinets came and went in France 

 In 1936, Communists, Socialists, and Radicals 

formed the “Popular Front” government 

Democratic States After World War I 

 France 

The Popular Front began 

programs for workers including 

the right to negotiate with 

employers, (collective 

bargaining), a minimum wage, 

a two-week paid vacation, and 

a 40-hour workweek 

The government was not able 

to solve the larger problem of 

the Great Depression 

Socialist Prime Minister 

 Leon Blum 

Democratic States After World War I 
 Great Britain 
Britain suffered severe 

unemployment in the early 1920s 
but rebounded somewhat 
between 1925-1929 

As the Great Depression caused 
economic problems, the 
government changed from the 
Labour Party to the Conservative 
Party 

British economist John Maynard 
Keynes, argued that 
unemployment came not from 
overproduction, but from a 
decline in demand John Maynard Keynes 
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Democratic States After World War I 

 Great Britain 

Keynes said in 1936, if 

people went back to work, 

demand would increase 

He proposed that the 

government should finance 

projects such as highway 

building to create jobs for 

the unemployed 

Government should finance 

these project even if it had 

to use “deficit spending”, 

or going into debt 

Most ignored his ideas 
John Maynard Keynes 

Democratic States After World War I 

 The United States 
The U.S. was terribly affected by the Great Depression 

Between 1929 and 1932 industrial production fell by 
about 50% 

By 1933, more than 12 million people were unemployed 

Democratic States After World War I 

 The United States 

 In 1932, Franklin Roosevelt 

was elected President 

Roosevelt instituted a policy 

called the “New Deal” 

Under the New Deal, the 

government created jobs by 

funding programs of public 

works 

He also pushed through the 

Social Security Act, which 

created a system of old-age 

pensions and unemployment 

insurance 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Democratic States After World War I 

 The United States 
The New Deal may have prevented a social revolution in 

the U.S., it did not solve the problem of unemployment 

 It was not until World War II that American workers 
regained full employment 
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The Rise of Dictators 

European Dictatorships 

Between 1919 and 1939 all the major countries 

of Europe except France and Great Britain had 

adopted some form of dictatorial government’ 

A  new form of dictatorship was the modern 

“totalitarian state” 

Totalitarian governments aimed to control all 

aspects of their citizens’ lives 

Totalitarian governments wanted to control the 

hearts and minds of everyone and used mass 

propaganda and modern communication to 

achieve their goals 

The Rise of Dictators 

European Dictatorships 

A single leader and a single party led the new 

totalitarian states 

There were no individual freedoms or limits to 

government power 

Individuals were considered subservient to the 

collective will of the masses, which was 

controlled by the state 

The state demanded that its citizens actively 

support any of its goals 

Fascism in Italy 

 Benito Mussolini 

Mussolini in Italy established 

the first European Fascist 

government in the early 1920s 

Fascism glorifies the state 

above the individual 

A strong central government 

and a single dictator run the 

state 

 Italy suffered severe economic 

problems after World War I 

There was a great deal of social 

upheaval Benito Mussolini 

Fascism in Italy 

 Benito Mussolini 
 Italians were afraid that there might be a Communist 

takeover as in Russia, and Mussolini’s movement gained 
wide support 

He formed groups of armed Fascists called Blackshirts, 
who attacked socialists, strikers, and all opposition 
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Fascism in Italy 
 Benito Mussolini 

Mussolini appealed to nationalist pride 

among Italians 

He demanded that Italy get more land 

from the peace treaties of World War I 

 In 1922, Mussolini had enough followers 

that he forced the Italian king to make him 

his prime minister 

As prime minister he created a Fascist 

dictatorship 

He could then pass laws by decree 

The police could arrest anyone 

 In 1922 all opposition was outlawed by 

the Fascists 

Fascism in Italy 

 Benito Mussolini 
The Fascists set up a secret 

police 

He used the secret police to 
control the people 

By the end of 1926, Mussolini 
was the only ruler of Italy 

He was called: “Il Duce” 

The Fascists controlled the 
media and mass-media outlets 

They used the media to 
spread Fascist propaganda 

They created youth groups 
that focused on military 
activities 

Fascism in Italy 
 Benito Mussolini 
 Italian Fascists tried to create a 

new nation of fit, disciplined 
and war-loving people, at the 
same time maintaining 
traditional values about the 
important place of women and 
families in society 

Mussolini fell short of total 
control in Italy– He recognized 
the sovereignty of the Vatican 
in Rome and Catholicism as 
the state religion 

Fascist policies did not match 
actual practice in many aspects 
of Italian life 

A New Era in the Soviet Union 

Communism in Russia 

In the early 1920s, millions died in Russia during 

a great famine caused by a drought 

Industrial output was reduced to 20% of that of 

1913 

The country and government were on the verge 

of collapse 

In 1921, Lenin created the New Economic 

Policy (NEP) 

The NEP was a system of modified capitalism 

where peasants could sell produce, and small 

businesses could be privately owned 
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A New Era in the Soviet Union 

Communism in Russia 

Under the New Economic Policy the government 

still controlled heavy industry and banking 

In 1922, the Communists created the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (U.S.S.R.), or Soviet 

Union 

The NEP saved the Soviet Union form economic 

ruin, but the Communists saw it only as a 

temporary measure 

A New Era in the Soviet Union 

 Communism in Russia 
 In 1924, Lenin died and a bitter struggle for power in the 

Politburo ensued 

The Politburo controlled the policies of the Communist 
Party 

A New Era in the Soviet Union 

 Communism in Russia 

 Leon Trotsky led one 

faction of the Politburo who 

wanted to end the NEP 

and industrialize the nation 

at the expense of the 

peasants 

They also wanted to 

spread communism to 

other countries 

Opponents rejected 

worldwide communism and 

wanted to continue the 

NEP 

Leon Trotsky 

A New Era in the Soviet Union 

 Communism in Russia 
Trotsky and Joseph Stalin were personal rivals in the 

Politburo 

Stalin was the general secretary and had appointed 
thousands of officials throughout Russia 

He used his position to gain complete control over the 
Communist Party 
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A New Era in the Soviet Union 

 Communism in Russia 

By 1929, Stalin had removed 

all the Bolsheviks from power 

and became a powerful 

dictator 

Trotsky was expelled and 

ended up in Mexico, where he 

was killed in 1940, probably 

on Stalin’s orders 

The Stalin era marked radical 

change in the U.S.S.R. 

 In 1928, the NEP was ended 

and the new Five-Year-Plan 

was instituted 
Joseph Stalin 

A New Era in the Soviet Union 

 Communism in Russia 

The first Five-Year-Plan 

emphasized industrialization 

and production of capital 

goods 

The plan greatly increased 

the output of heavy 

machinery and production of 

oil and steel 

The plan took a heavy toll on 

the Russian people 

Housing was poor and 

wages dropped 

A New Era in the Soviet Union 

 Communism in Russia 
Government propaganda was used to boost morale 

Stalin also implemented “collectivized agriculture” 

Collectivization– the government took over ownership of 
private farms and had the peasants work them 

Peasants resisted by killing livestock 

A New Era in the Soviet Union 

 Communism in Russia 

 In the 1930s, millions of 

Russians starved to death due 

to food shortages from 

collectivization 

Those who resisted Stalin’s 

programs were sent to forced 

labor camps in Siberia 

  Stalin conducted purges of 

Old Bolsheviks and others, 

many of whom were executed 

Others were sent to Siberia 

The purges spared no part of 

society 



2/16/2015 

12 

A New Era in the Soviet Union 

 Communism in Russia 
Stalin overturned social legislation passed in the early 

1920s 

These included laws protecting rights of women, such as 
divorce and being able to work outside the home 

Authoritarian States in the West 

Authoritarian States were similar to 
Totalitarian States 

These states were concerned with preserving 
social order, but unlike totalitarian states they did 
not try to exercise complete control over the 
people 

In most countries of Eastern Europe, 
authoritarian governments replaced 
parliamentary governments 

In Eastern Europe, there was no tradition of 
democracy, and most of the peasants were 
illiterate– leading to the failure of democracy 

Authoritarian States in the West 

 Authoritarian Governments 
 Landowners and the churches feared that democracy 

would lead to revolution 

They supported authoritarian governments because they 
maintained order 

Czechoslovakia was the only country in Eastern Europe 
to keep a democratic government 

Authoritarian States in the West 

 The Spanish Civil War 

 In 1936, General Francisco 

Franco used the military 

forces to revolt against the 

democratic government in 

Spain 

A civil war broke out 

Germany and Italy 

supported Franco’s side 

The Soviet Union and 

volunteers from other 

nations (including the U.S.) 

supported the republican 

government 
General Francisco Franco 
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Authoritarian States in the West 

 The Spanish Civil War 

Franco won the civil war 

after he captured Madrid in 

1939 

He then began an 

authoritarian dictatorship in 

Spain that lasted until 1973 

Hemmingway’s novel “A 

Farewell to Arms” tells of 

his experiences as a war 

correspondent and as an 

ambulance driver in the 

Spanish Civil War 

Hitler and His Views 
 Young Hitler 
Adolf Hitler was born in 

Austria, failed secondary 
school, and was rejected by 
the Vienna Academy of Fine 
Arts 

 It was in Vienna that he 
developed his ideas 

Racism, particularly against 
the Jewish people, was at the 
core of Hitler’s ideas 

He was an extreme 
nationalist, and understood 
the use of propaganda and 
terror Painting by Hitler 

Hitler and His Views 

 Young Hitler 
Hitler served with the German army on the Western front 

in World War I 

After the war, he entered politics in Germany 

 In 1919 he joined an extreme right-wing nationalist party 
in Munich 

Hitler and His Views 
 Young Hitler 

By 1921, Hitler controlled the 

party and renamed it the 

National Socialist German 

Workers’ Party, or Nazi Party 

for short 

Within two years, the Nazi Party 

had grown to 55,000 members, 

with 15,000 in the militia 

 In 1923 Hitler staged an uprising 

in Munich called the “Beer Hall 

Putsch” which was quickly 

crushed 

Hitler was sent to prison 
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Hitler and His Views 

 Young Hitler 

While in prison, Hitler wrote 

“Mein Kampf” in which he 

outlined his basic ideas and 

plans 

His ideas combined German 

nationalism, anti-Semitism, and 

anticommunism 

He also embraced the notion 

that stronger nations should 

expand to obtain living space 

(Lebensraum) and that superior 

leaders should rule over the 

masses 

Rise of Nazism 

 The Rise of Hitler 
 In prison Hitler realized the way to power was through 

legal means, not violent overthrow of the government 

He worked to expand the Nazi Party throughout Germany 

By 1931 the Nazis were the largest party in the Reichstag 
or German parliament 

Rise of Nazism 

 Rise of Hitler 

Germany’s economic 

problems helped the rise 

of the Nazi Party 

Many people were in 

desperate situations, 

which made extreme 

political parties far more 

attractive 

Hitler appealed to 

national pride and 

militarism to gain the 

support of the German 

people 

Victory of Nazism 

 Rise of Hitler 
After 1930, the Reichstag had little power 

As his power grew, he received more support from right-
wing industrialists, aristocrats, military officers & high 
level bureaucrats 

 In 1933, President Hindenburg allowed Hitler to become 
chancellor and create a new government 

Hitler and German 

President Paul von 

Hindenburg 
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Victory of Nazism 

 The Rise of Hitler 

Within two months, Hitler 

had set up the government 

The Nazis were in complete 

control 

March, 1933– the Enabling 

Act was passed giving the 

government the power to 

ignore the constitution for 

four years and to pass laws 

to deal with the nation’s 

problems 

Hitler had the legal basis for 

his actions– He was dictator 

Victory of Nazism 

 The Rise of Hitler 
The Nazis established control over all aspects of German 

life 

 Jews were purged from the civil service, and trade unions 
were dissolved 

Concentration camps were established for Nazi opponents 

Victory of Nazism 

 The Rise of Hitler 

The Nazis had the basis of 

a totalitarian state 

When Hindenburg died in 

1934, the Nazis abolished 

the presidency, and Hitler 

became Germany’s only 

leader 

He was known to the 

German people as their 

“Führer” (leader) 

The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

Hitler’s Germany 

Hitler had a goal in creating a totalitarian state 

He wanted to develop an Aryan racial state to 

dominate Europe and possibly the world 

Nazis wanted the Germans to create a new 

empire as the Romans had done 

Hitler thought there had been two previous 

German empires (Reichs): the Holy Roman 

Empire and the German Empire of 1871-1918 

Hitler called his empire the “Third Reich” and it 

was to last 1,000 years 
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The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

 Hitler’s Germany 

Hitler demanded 

active involvement 

from the German 

people 

The Nazis used 

economic policies, 

mass rallies, 

organizations, and 

terror to control the 

country and further 

their goals 

The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

 Hitler’s Germany 
Hitler ruled absolutely over the 

Nazi Party, there were internal 
struggles within the party 

To control the nation, the Nazis 
used the SS or “Guard Squadrons” 

Under the direction of Heinrich 
Himmler, the SS controlled all the 
police forces 

Terror and ideology drove the SS 

Terror included repression, 
murder, and death camps 

Himmler’s goal was to further the 
Aryan race 

 Heinrich Himmler 

The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

 Hitler’s Germany 

Hitler put people back to 

work through massive 

public works projects 

and grants to private 

construction companies 

He also embarked on a 

massive rearmament 

program to stimulate the 

economy 

Unemployment dropped, 

and the depression 

seemed to be ending 

The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

 Hitler’s Germany 
The Nazis staged mass demonstrations and spectacles 

Some of the largest were held in Nuremberg 

The Nazis also controlled both the Catholic and 
Protestant churches as well as all schools 
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The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

 Hitler’s Germany 
Women played a special role in the Aryan state as the 

bearers of Aryan children 

Women were wives and mothers, men were warriors and 
political leaders 

The Nazis controlled the type of work an woman could do 
and encouraged her to stay at home 

 

The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

 Hitler’s Germany 
The Nazi Party enacted programs against Jewish people 

 In 1935, the Nazis passed the “Nuremberg Laws” which 
prevented Jews from being German citizens, forbade 
marriages between Jews and German citizens, and 
required Jews to wear the yellow Star of David 

The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

 Hitler’s Germany 
November 9, 1938– “Kristallnacht” (night of shattered 

glass) 

Nazis destroyed synagogues, and Jewish businesses 

 100 Jewish people were killed and 30,000 Jewish men 
were sent to concentration camps 

The Nazi State, 1933-1939 

 Hitler’s Germany 

After Kristallnacht, Jews 

were banned from all public 

transportation, schools, and 

hospitals 

They could not own, 

manage, or work in a retail 

store 

 Jews were encouraged to 

leave Germany, and could 

not return once they had left 
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Three Dictators Mass Culture: Radio and Movies 

New inventions 

In the late 19th century, inventions such as motion 

pictures and discoveries such as wireless radio 

waves changed mass communication 

In the early 1920s, radio broadcasting facilities 

were built in the United States, Europe, and 

Japan 

The mass production of radios began 

Radio production grew at a great rate throughout 

the 1920s and 1930s 

Mass Culture: Radio and Movies 

 Motion Pictures 

The first full-length motion 

picture (“The Birth of a 

Nation”) came out just before 

World War I 

During the next decades, 

movies became an important 

part of mass entertainment 

By the end of the 1930s, 

40% of adults in 

industrialized nations were 

seeing one movie per week 

Mass Culture: Radio and Movies 

 Motion Pictures 
Radios and movies were used 

for political purposes 

The Nazis realized the value of 
radio and broadcast Hitler’s 
speeches over the air 

The impact was great 

Cheep radios were produced 
and people could buy on time 

Nazi propaganda minister, 
Joseph Goebbels knew that 
movies could influence the 
masses 

He created a special 
propaganda film division Joseph Goebbels 
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Mass Culture: Radio and Movies 
 Motion Pictures 

One of the most famous 

Nazi propaganda films 

was “Triumph of the 

Will”, directed by Leni 

Riefenstahl 

The documentary film 

showed the 1934 Nazi 

Party rally at Nuremberg 

and conveyed the power 

of the Nazis 

Mass Culture: Radio and Movies 

 Leisure Activities 

After World War I, the 8-hour 

workday became common for 

many Europeans, and people 

began to have more free time 

 Leisure activities, such as 

attending professional 

sporting events and traveling, 

became very  popular 

People used trains, busses, 

and their personal cars to 

reach destinations 

Mass Culture: Radio and Movies 
 Strength Through Joy 
Mass leisure was used to 

control the citizens 

The Nazis had a program 
called “Strength Through 
Joy” (KDF), which offered 
cultural activities, sporting 
events, inexpensive 
vacations, and mass tourism 

The Volkswagen was the 
official KDF car, the 
“people’s car” 

These activities were 
intended to keep people 
happy, and fill leisure time 

Artistic and Literary Trends 

Art and Literature After World War I 

Many Europeans experienced profound despair 
following World War I 

The horror of the war left them convinced that 
there was something profoundly wrong with 
human beings and Western values 

The Great Depression and the rise of fascist 
movements increased this feeling 

Political and social despair led to intellectual 
uncertainties 

These uncertainties were expressed in the arts 
after World War I 
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Artistic and Literary Trends 
 Post World War I Art 
Many people felt that the 

world made no sense and 
was absurd 

Dada was a style of art that 
expressed the ideas that life 
had no purpose 

The Dadaists created 
artworks to express the 
insanity of life 

One technique they used was 
photomontage, or making 
pictures by combining 
photographs 

The first dada show was in 
Berlin in 1920 

 

Artistic and Literary Trends 

 Surrealism 

Surrealism expressed a reality beyond the material 

world, depicting scenes from the unconscious or dreams 

Salvador Dali was a Spanish painter who used 

recognizable objects in fantastic ways to create strange 

and irrational images 

Artistic and Literary Trends 

 Surrealism 
Many people disliked modern art 

Germany was a center for modern art, which particularly 
offended the Nazis 

Hitler condemned it as “degenerate” 

Nazis wanted art to glorify the Aryan race 

“L’Ange du Foyer” by noted 

German Surrealist Max Ernst 

Artistic and Literary Trends 

 Literature 

 In literature, there was 

great interest in the 

unconscious 

The Irish writer James 

Joyce (“Ulysses”, 1922) 

and others used a stream 

of consciousness 

technique to record the 

innermost thoughts of 

their characters 

James Joyce 



2/16/2015 

21 

Artistic and Literary Trends 

 Literature 

The German writer 

Hermann Hesse was  

influenced by Freud’s 

psychology and Buddhism, 

and focused on the 

psychological confusion of 

modern life 

His best known works 

included: “Steppenwolf”, 

“Siddhartha”, and “The 

Glass Bead Game” 

Hermann Hesse 

The Heroic Age of Physics 

 New Scientific Theories 

After World War I, the long-

held Newtonian views of 

physics became 

undermined 

New theories based on the 

work of Albert Einstein 

showed that all 

phenomena could not be 

completely defined and 

predicted 

The Heroic Age of Physics 

 New Scientific Theories 
 In 1927, the German 

physicist Werner 
Heisenberg explained 
what he called the 
“uncertainty principle” 

The behavior of 
subatomic particles was 
not predictable 

Possibly all physical 
laws are based on 
uncertainty or 
randomness 

This was a new world 
view that challenged 
Newtonian physics 

Werner Heisenberg won the 1932 

Nobel Prize in Physics 


